
4Kristianstadsbladet ~Norra Skåne 



Information from Kristianstad - Host city of Men's EHF EURO 2026 

Welcome to the European Championship Celebration! 
Once agaln, It Is tlme for Kristi­
anstad to host a major champl­
onshlp. 

With Pure Greatness as our 
theme, we aim to create the best 
tournament yet! After almost 
two years of work and planning, 
it is finally time to welcome you 
to the Men's European Handball 
Championship 2026. For just over 
a week, the city will be filled with 
thousands of fans, handball re­
presentatives, referees, media, 
TV crews and all sorts of visito­
rs. We are delighted to welcome 
teams from lceland, Poland, ltaly 
and Hungary, promising fantastic 
matches in the Arena. Most of us 
surely remember the invasion of 
several thousand cheerful, friend­
ly and slightly crazy lcelandic fans 
during the World Championship 
in 2023. 

time, we have truly prepared to 
deliver the best reception ima­
ginable. The fanzone in the old 
sports hall is bigger, better and 
well equipped to host over 1,500 
supporters before, during and 
after the matches. Together with 
Kristianstad City, hotels and res­
taurants, we have plan ned an open 
and vibrant week from 15-21 Ja­
nuary. Everyone visiting us should 
feel that Kristianstad is a Warm, 
Friendly and Welcoming City! 

We are also organising this 
championship with sustainability 
in focus. On the social side, we 
are engaging numerous young 
people in "Hand the Ball" acti­
vities in schools and during the 
big "Mini EHF Euro" day in the 
sports hall. Contributions from 
Sparbanken Skånes ownerfoun­
dation 1826, together with ef• 
forts from Åhus Handboll and IFK 

Back then, we were not quite Kristianstad, have made this ma­
prepared for their arrival. This jor project possible. On the en-

vironmental side, we are working 
with Renhållningen Kristianstad, 
focusing on sorting, reuse, wa­
ter consumption and C02 impact 
within the project "Pure Promise 
- Pure Facts". 

We are about 190 people in 
the organisation making this pos­
sible - and what fantastic teams 
we have! Together with the mu­
nicipality, the city and all other 
partners, we strive to show Kris­
tianstad at its very best. I am so 
grateful to have had the opportu­
nity to lead such a dedicated, expe­
rienced and skilled group that truly 
make a difference. All these people 
make Kristianstad a remarkable 
Championship City. 

Dream of the future, remem­
ber the good times - but above 
all, live in the moment! Take the 
chance to experience a European 
Championship live. Start by visi­
ting the magical fanzone, where 

Niko/os Lorsson 
LOCChair 

the atmosphere will be electric. 
Enjoy some good food and drinks 
and head into the Arena for two 
thrilling matches. With over 2,000 
lcelandic fans, expect a volca• 
nic atmosphere. Get your tickets 
before it's too late. It will be an ex­
perience you always will remember. 

See you In the Arena! 
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Tinna. 40. to lead lceland·s 
fans in Kristianstad: ••Many 
are excited to come here•· 
HANDBALL 

Last time, she was a well-known lcelandic player's wife with 
extensive knowledge of Kristianstad. Now, Tinna Mark Odins­
dottir takes on a bigger rote-leading tceland's hand ball fans at 
the Europcan Championship. 
- lcelanders who follow the national team want to havesome fun 
between and af ter the matches, says the Kristianstad local. 

I 
celanders broughtcolorto Kris~ 
tianstad during the 2023 World 
Championship. 

Now, another party is being 
prepared as Iceland returns to 

play its l,>TOup stage in the Men's Eu­
ropean Handball Championship, ra­
cing ltaJy, Poland and Hungary at 
Kristianstad Arena. 

lcelander Tinna Mark Odinsdottir, 40, 
who is married to former IFK star and 
Icel.andic national te.am player Ola· 
fur Gudmundsson, isa key figure in 
Kristianstad and is leading the effort 
to coordiltatc lcelandlc fans ahead of 
the European Championship. 

- People have heard howsuccessful 
it was last time, so many are excited 
to come bere, says'l'inna. 

Three yearsago, herhusband Ola fur 
Gudmundsson was part of Iceland's 
World Championship squad. Back 
then, Tilma joined as a player's wife 

and supporter -but was also secretly 
involved asan imporrant linkbet ween 
the Icetandlc fans and the organizers 
in Kristianstad. 

- Itwasa bitof acoincidence then~ 
but now she hasa much bigger role. 
She is an exuemely good channel to 
the lcclandcrs and has becomea grcat 
soundiogboard. says Henri.k Fröberg, 
CllO of Arenabolaget. 

In her work coordinating the Icelandic 
fans, Tinna MarkOdinsdottir is ready 
10 answer and help with all kinds of 
questions, from accommodation 
and transport to malches and drinks 
during tl1e European Championship 
days in Kristianstad. 

-1'here aren 't that many Icelanders, 
and there's a Facebook group that's 
easy to keep track of. rm in there 
answerin_gquestions, saysTinna, who 
hersel f hasa sol id sports background 
and worksas a physio both for the Ice• 

lcefandic supporters in the fan zone du ring the 2023 
World Champlonship. PHoro. swoN REHNSTROM 

Iceland's 
European 
Champlonshlp 
matchesin 
Kristianstad 

• Frid,iy,January 
16: lceland-ltaly 
(18:00). 
• Sunday, January 
18: Poland-lceland 
(18:00). 
• Tuesday,January 
20: lceland-Hung· 
ary (20:30). 

landicwomen's national f0-0tball team 
and for Kristianstads DFF in the Swe­
dish women's Jeague. 

- The advantage of Kristianstad is 
that it's not very bq:, the disadvan­
ta.ge is that there aren't tbat ff1any 
hotel rooms, says the ... European 
Championshipcoordinator,· who will 
be hostinggue$tsat homeduringthe 
tournament. 

- 11 gets pretty crowded at home, 
with mattresses all over the Ooor, says 
Tinna with a langh. 

Du ring the 2023 World Championship, 
thefanzone in Kristianstad was a huge 
suocess - but thc space was a bit too 
small foreveryone who wanted to join 
the handbalJ festivities. 

Now, the capac-iry is being increased 
from 900 to 1,500 seats in the old 
sports hall during the European 
Championship days in January. The 
LEDscreen has been moved up co the 
stands and thc stage Is bclng moved 
closer to the wa11, making better use 
ofthespace. 

- We expect up to 2,000 lcelanders 
during the weekend. lceland plays 
earty (JS:00) on two ofthe days. Last 
time we opened at 15:00 and they were 
waiting outside, now we'II open at 
11:30 instead, says Henrik Fröberg. 
Tinna Mark Odinsdonir welcomes the 
development ofthe fanzone. 

- It's needed, and the Icelanders 
who foUow the national team want to 
have some fu n betwocn and afterthe 
matches. Therewere some compJaints 
last time that therewere too few p1a­
ces, but it should be bette.r now, says 
Tinna. 

-Patrik Persson 
Text 

paiulk.per»on@krisdansiad~dt'l.se 
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In schools, pupils hove had the chance to try many new exercises. 

Hand the Ball - handhall that can be played anywhere 

In several schools across Kristianstad, teachers and puplls have 
recently devoted extra attentlon to somethlng called Hand the Ball. 
Unllke tradltlonal handball, Hand the Ball Is a concept developed 
by the Swedlsh Handball Federation that makes It possible to play 
handball anywhere. 

The aim is to encourage children 
and young people to engage in 
physical activity and teamwork to 
promote a healthy lifestyle. 

- When I was a child, we always 
played ball games outside. That 
kind of spontaneous sport is rare 
today. With "Hand the Ball", we 
want to inspire children to play 
and move more, says Henrik Al­
vesson, project manager at Kristi­
anstad Municipality. 

Nets, goalcha balls and professl­
onals In schools 
IFK Kristianstad and Åhus Hand­
boll are key partners in the pro­
ject. Players from the teams visit 

schools in the municipality to 
meet children and teachers. They 
mainly join physical education les­
sons, where the focus is on hand­
ball, cooperation and the impor­
tance of having fun while being 
active. 

- Of course, we are happy if 
more children start playing hand­
ball, but the mast important thing 
for us is that the focus remains on 
the joy of movement, says Matti­
as Thurban, Youth 0evelopment 
Manager at IFK Kristianstad. 

Another key element is the spe­
cial ball, known as a goalcha ball. 
It is safter than a regular hand-

ball and does not bounce, which 
means it needs to be passed more 
often and does not hurt if you get 
hit by it. 

- It has been great fun to visit 
schools and share handball with 
all the children! They getto prac­
tise listening, working together 
and learning that handball is not 
just about winning - even though 
I personally think it's always extra 
fun when you do win, says Felix 
Wandås, coach and player in IFK 
Kristianstad's development team. 

Mini EHF Euro In the arena 
This autumn, all schools had the 
opportunity to lake part in "Mini 
EHF Euro", as a warm-up for the 
Men's European Handball Cham­
pionship in January 2026. Around 
700 pupils came together fora full 
day at Kristianstad Arena. 

- Mini EHF Euro is an excellent 
way for ou r du bs to col labora­
te with schools, helping more 
children and young people dis­
cover handball as a sport while 
strengthening club activities, says 
Mikael Johansson, CEO of Hand­
boll Syd. 

Dld you know? 
Hand thc Ball IS a SOciiJI 

sustainatilllty pro;ect run by 

Kristianstad Munic1pality 1n 

collaborat,on w1tl1 Handboll Syd 

and local clubs. Tlirouf,h Hand 

tlle Ball. t11e JOY of rnovernent 

1s spread to ct1ilcJren m sct1001s 

and atter-school activities. The 

kcys to succcss mc a soft 

t1andball. cornm,tte<I teacliers 

ancJ profess10na1 t1andba!I 
players. Tl1e concept was 

dcvcloped by t11c Swcd1st1 

Handbc.111 Federation. 
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In Next Generation, the importance of being o good team pfayer takes centre stoge. 

Sport and community associations -
a core part of Sparbanken Skåne's DNA 
Whether lt's the pensioners' associatlon's boule gatherlngs, the very 
flrst tralnlng sessions for young chlldren on a football pltch, or champl­
onshlps for the world's elite athletes, Sparbanken Skåne wants to be in­
volved In the part of soclety that nurtures people, breaks down barrters 
and fuels magniflcent dreams. Community associations brtng people 
together and represent values that our soclety wants to bulld upon. 

Handball isa vital part of this com­
munity life - a true hub in society. 
Circular economy can be hard to 
grasp. But if you see the connec­
tion between a powerful shot, a 
save, a friend, a leader, upbringing, 
togetherness, well-being, develop­
ment, education and work - then 
you also see a mechanism where 
every cogwheel fits perfectly. 

In Skåne, handball holds a pro­
minent place in community life. 

It is a sport for everyone, cha­
racterised by hard work, respect 
and joy. Handball is inclusive and 
welcoming, and that is why it is 
important for Sparbanken Skåne 
to be part of the entire handball 
ecosystem. 

We highlight young role models 
in the national team-tinked "Next 
Generation programme" - where 
being a good team-mate is at the 
heart of everything. We're on site 

at Åhus Beach in the summer as 
children play handball in the sand 
for the first time and hang out 
with national team stars in the 
ice cream line. We also provide 
support to referees in the sport to 
help create fair matches in a safe 
environment. 

The initiative to spread handball 
to schools through "Mini EHF 
Euro" works wonders. Hosting 
the European Handball Champi-

onship on home soil, in Malmö 
and Kristianstad, brings dreams 
to life- and the national hand ball 
team is something we are immen­
sely proud to be part of. 

Sparbanken Skåne is part of all 
this: community life, grassroots, 
elite, future and history. All in one 
place. 

Thls Is bank. 

In Skåne style. 
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Robin Nilsson: ~1celandic PARTY 
- can Månsson create the 
Chrintz Jeeling in Sweden?" . 
Robin Nilsson/ JObin,nUuon@t""bn,t.ad;bbcl~t.~ 

Axel Månsson has stepped straight inta an anxious 
and pressured national team, where another failure 
would shake Swedish handball to its core. 
Meanwhile in I<ristianstad Arena: 
PARTY! 

Axel Månsson Is 
playing in his first 
championship. 
FOTO: MA.Gt«J'SANOEASSON 

CRAFT;;. 

Valter Chrlntz 
celebration at the 
2022 European 
Championship. 
roTO-ARMIN IWJTHNER 

cllAFTi:· • 

62 

Robin 
Nilsson·s EURO 

predictions 

Gold: Oenmark 
Silver: France 

8ronze: Sweden 
fourth: lceiand 



ou know that feeling when 
you drive aloi:,gthe E22 
betwccn Kristianstad and 
Malmö. 

You've just passed Lin­
deröd and that uneasy 
sensation starts crecping 
in. The signs pointing 

toward Hörby appear more and more fre­
quently and you begin to realize you don't 
quite betong. That you're in a place you 
shouldn't really be. And once you've passed 
~lörby, you eventually reach Malmö - where 
the anxiety peaks completely. 

lt's with that feeling that we en ter the Euro­
pean Championship. 

In Kristianstad, everything is prepared fora 
huge Jcelandic fan celebration. The fanzone 
opens six hours before the first throw-ort: and 
if it was a partyduringthe2023 World Cham· 
pionship, the volume is likely to be turned up 
even furrher this time. 

At the same time, once you've passed Hör .. 
by, Sweden-step into Malmö Arena with a fi­
asco still fresh. The beloved national team 
coach Michael Apelgren replaced the unpopu­
lar Glenn Solberg, but won only two of six 
matches at last year's World Championship 
and did not eveo reach the quar:terfinals. 

Now Apelgren stands there with his world­
class players a.nd a home European Champi­
onshlp - but with an unpleasant sense of anx• 
iety. 

Thls opening group srage is frightening, 
somelhing Sweden simply wants 10 gel 
througlt as quickly as possible. 

Sweden, Croatia, the Nelherlands, Georgia. 
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National coach Michael Apelgren gives Axel 
Månsson a chance in the European Champion­
shlp squad. Could It give sweden a boost? 
,oro MAGNUS ANOERSSON 

Only two teams advance. Sweden opens 
against Staffan Olsson's Nctherlands. 

It feels scary. 

lf Sweden mana ge 10 advance, life will look 
much easier in thc main round, with France. 
Norway. Dcnmark, Gcrmany and Spain wait­
ing on the other side. 

But ifthey don't? 
How valuable isa popular coach wllo fä.ils to 

deliver results? Compared with an unpopular 
coach who delivered medals at virtual.ly every 
championship? 

These are questions general secretary Ro­
bert Wedberg and the Swedisb Handball Fede­
ration would probably prefer to avoid. 

Maybe, just maybe, Axel Månsson can be a 
pJayer who eases the pressure a llttJe. Some­
one who gets experts and fans excitcd about a 
new Swedish breakthrough taJent - In che 

Gisli Kristjansson, 
Omar lngl Magnus­
son and Viktor Gisti 
Hallgrimsson. 
fOlO ANfOHIOP()NIC. 

8APTIS1E HRNA.HOEZ 

Besidesthe 
fanzone sure­
ly being an . . 
expenence 1n 
itself, and the 
fact that Ice­
land will be 
playingin 
frontofan 
absolutely 
wild "home" 
crowd, every­
thing is set for 
a spectacular 
group in this 
Ew-opean 
Champion­
ship. 

~~ 

I 
same way Valter Chrintz charmed al.I of Swe­
den during severaJ tournaments. 

He's not goi11g to move Felix Claar or Jim 
Gottfridsson aside solely based on a strong 
autumn in tbe Handball League .. But i.f Apel• 
gren gives Månsson a rote without heavy ex­
pectations, one that still gives him some play­
ing time, I believe Sweden could benefit. Both 
he_re and oow in the European Championsltip, 
and in future tournaments. 

Back to the party in Kristianstad. Besides the 
fanz.one sure ly being an experience jn itself, 
and the fact that lceland will be playing in 
front of an absolutely wild "home'" crowd, 
everything is set fora spcctacular group in 
tllis European Cbampionsbip. 

lceland have a team full ofworld·class play• 
ers like Magdeburg duo Gisli Kristjansson and 
Omar lngi Magnusson. With Barcelona goal­
kccpcr Viktor Gisli Hallgrimsson. And u,e 
long-haired - though now sbort-haired - wing 
star Bjarlti Mår Elisson. 

The key match will likelybeagainst Hunga­
ry in the final game on January 20. lflceland 
reach the main round with full points in an 
open group, a semifinal spot is absolutely 
with1n reach this time. 

l myselfwill kccp a close eye on ltaly, who 
have some very cool players (Leo Prantner in 
Berlin, Simone Mengon in Stuttgart, goalkee• 
per Domenko Ebner in Leipzig) and so­
mething as delightful asagenuine club boss 
(Bob Hanning, CEO of Fuchse Berlin) as their 
national team coach. 

The European Championship will undou­
btedly be a wonderful celebration. 

Al least on thls side ofHörby. 
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Debutant follows 
in Chrintz•s EURO 
footsteps: ··it will 
be something 
completely new·· 

HANDBOLL 

Valter Chrintz and Philip Henningsson are the most recent play­
ers to have represented Sweden at a major international hand ball 
championship while also belonging to IFK Kristianstad. 
That was at the home EURO in 2020. 
Six years on, IFK player Axel Månsson is set to make his senior 
championship debut. 
Now- at the home EURO 2026. 
"Playing a EURO on home soil will be insanely exciting," 
says the 20-year-old ahead of the major test. 

uring the mid and late 
2010s, IFK Kristianstad 
players werc a regular 
feature in Sweden's na· 
tional team at consecu­
tivc international cham­
pionsbips. Markus Ols• 
son, Andreas Cederholm, 

JerryTollbring, Albin Lagergren and Philip Hen· 
ningsson all represented IFK Kristians1ad whi· 
le also wearing Swedcn's bluc and ycllow at 
eitherthe EUROs, WorldChampionshipsorthe 
Olympics. 

In 2020, Philip Henningsson and then 19-year­
old Valter Chrincz playcd thc home EURO - the 
tournament where Chrintz scm:ed his iconic 
spin shot agaiJlst Switzerland in the openin.g 
match. But it was also tl1e last time an IFK Kris­
tianstad playcr fcatured for Swedcn ara major 
championsbip. 

Now six years bave passed. Another home EURO 
is approachlng, and lt is timc for the next IFK 
player after Chrintz and Henningsson to play a 
cbampionship forSweden. 

"Playing a EURO on home soil will be insa­
nely exciting," says Axel Månsson ahead of his 
first major tournameot. '~It could be that I cnd 
up spending so01e time in the stands.1' 

The similarities are not striking. but there are 
clear parallels between Chrintz and Månsson. 
Wben Chrintz made bis debut in 2020, he was 
about to turn 20 in April. 

"ltwas nerve-rackingand a lot ofth.ings were 
new -you sort ofwent into a bubble," Chrintz 
recalls. 

When Axel. Månsson makes his EURO debut, 
he wiU be a year older than Chrintz was (Måns· 
son tums 21 in May), and he echoes the same 
feeling. 

"This will be so­
mcthlng completely 
new for me., and you 
don·r really know 
what to expect." 

The modest 
Månsson has not 
set his expecta• 
tions sky-high. 

"It's my first 
championship. and 
itcould be thatl spend 
some time in the 
stands. We'll deal with 
that ifit happcns." 
Did your EURO dreams 
grow after the debut 
matc:hes against Spa in? 

"I felt that thcybcllevcd in 
me, and I went in and did my 
thing without holding back. Of 
course. it's incredibly fun that it was 
cuough to earn a placc at the EURO." 

And it is by no means impossible that Axel Måns· 
son.just likeChrintz, will treat cheaudience to 
hisown version ofrhe spin movein his cham­
pionship debut - the move we saw in his full 
international debut against Spain and which 
he later repeated when deciding the European 
match berween IFK Kristianstad and Vardar. 

ValterChrintz bclieves Må11sson basa cha11cc 
ro do something similar to wbat he hi01self did 
six years ago. 

"You never know how a championsh.ip wilJ 
devclop, but the feeling is that Axel wilJ be used 
quite a Iot duringSweden's matches. The timing 
feels right, and we'rein the middle ofageoera­
tional shiftwhere Axel is one ofthe big names 
going forward." 

During the friendly interna­
tionals against Spain, Axel 
Månsson made such a strong 
l01presslon on head coach 
Michael Apelgren that it 
earned him a ticket to the 
European C:hampionship. 
PHOTO: KENTA.J0NSSON 

crowd after the match 
against Spain in 
October. 
~OTO.KENlA 

,O,,sso" 
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Valter Chrlntz wllh the spln goal agalnst 
Swllzerland In the openlng match of the 
2020 European Championship. Foto, f\lG 

Any advlce for whal awalts hlm? 
"It's okay to be a bit nervous 
and unsure at the start. But 
then you usually encer that 
championship bubblc -
trainiog. matches, media, 
sleeping and eating. 

"At thesame time, il's i.n­
credibly fun. Playing a 
championship on home 
soil is among the best 
things you can do. Just 
cnjoy it as much as pos­
sible." 

Chrintz also praises 1\1...-\ns­
son as a person. 

''Ofl'the court, he's a re­
ally good guy, and that's 
important when you're 
Living so closety togetber 
during a cbampionship. 
Axel is easy to be around 
and always gives of him­
self." 

Månsson agrees: 
"You just have to be your-

self and do your tbing. Hope­
fully what's coming is so­

methingyou can carry with you 
for the rest ofyour career.'· 

What has IFK Kristianstad meant 
for your development? 

"'An incredible amount. lt's a privi­
lcge 10 be part of this club - we bave 

everything we could wish fol' when it 
comes to handbal!. And it doesn't hurt 

that you genuine ly cnjoy bcing around your 
teammates either." 

You have fun together? 
"Dellnitely. There are some really greatguys in 
theteam." 

How it will go for Månsson and the rest ofthe 
Swedish squad remains ro be seen. On 17 ,Ja• 
nuary, the EURO festivities begin at Malmö Are­
na. ForSweden. And for debutant Axel Månsson. 
F0<>tno1e: When linc playcr Frcdric Pettersson 
represented Sweden at various cbampionships. 
be had already left IFK Kristianstad for profes• 
sional play abroad. -Marcus Nilsson 
Text A ---------------

Sweden's EURO squad 

• Goalkeepers: Fabian Nor· 
sten (Ålborg), Andreas Palicka 
(Kolstad). Mikael Appelgren 
(Ves:tprt?m) 
• Leftwings: Hampus Wanne 
(Hej Håndbold), Jerry Toll· 
bring (Ribe-Esbjerg) 
• Une. players: Max Oarj 
(Fllchse Berlin), Felix Möller 
(Ålborg), Oscar Bergendahl 
(Magdeburg) 
• Rlght wlngs: Daniel Petters• 
son (Magdeburg), Sebastian 
Karlsson (Paris Saint·Ger· 
main) 
• Lett backs:Jonathan Carls­
bogård (FC Barcetona), Nikola 
Roganovic (HK Malmö). Eric 
Johansson (THW Kiel) 
• Centre backs: Fetix Claar 
(Magdeburg), Jim Gottfrids• 
ron (Pick Szcged). Axet Måns· 
son (IFK Kfistians1ad) 
• Right backs: Albin lager· 
gren (Magdeburg). Lukas San· 
dell (Rhein·Ne<kar löwen) 

Sweden's EURO 
matchesln Malmö 

• Saturday, 17 January: 
Sweden-Netherlands (20,30) 
• Monday, 19 January: 
Sweden-Georgia (20:30) 
• Wednesday, 21 January, 
Sweden-Croatia (20:30) 
• The top two teams advance 
to the Main Round, where 
Sweden (il qualilied) will play 
on 23, 25 and 27 January, 
• The final weekend will be 
held atJyske B.ank Boxen in 
Herning.. Oenmark, with semi· 
finals on 30 January and the 
bronte match and final on 1 
February. 



Detta är info från EM-staden Kristianstad 

Johan Kar/svärd, CEO Renhållningen Kristianstad. 

Clean water and sustainable events 
The three host nations - Sweden, Denmark and Norway- have Jointly 
committed to maklng environmental sustainablllty a core prlority 
durlng the EHF EURO 2026. Under the concept Pure Promlse, we 
have developed seven actlons that wlll be fulfllled In varlous ways 
throughout the champlonshlp. 

Special attention will be given to 
the action concerning water. For 
the three host nations, the privi­
lege - or perhaps luxury - of ha­
ving clean drinking water straight 
from the tap is taken for granted. 

Mascot Splash 
To highlight the importance of 
water even further, the champi­
onship mascot Splash has been 
designed as a water drop. Splash 
is an ambassador for the sustai­
nability concept during the EHF 
EURO and will share simple mes­
sages to remind us of the seven 
actions throughout the tourna­
ment. So, what are we doing to 
emphasize the importance of de­
an drinking water and unpolluted 
lakes during the event? 

Examples include distributing 
reusable water bottles and pro­
viding water stations at the are­
na where bottles can be refilled. 
Where packaged water is neces­
sary, we will offer Tetra boxed 
water instead of plastic bottles. 
All cleaning and housekeeping 
will be environmentally certified, 
both at the arena and at the ho-

tels used during the champions­
hip. We have also engaged the 
municipality's environmental en­
gineer from the Water and Sewa­
ge Department to help communi­
cate the importance of water. 

- In Kristianstad, we have the 
luxury of a large groundwater 
reservoir, wetlands in Vattenri­
ket and the sea at Hanöbukten. 
Groundwater is a resource we 
must protect to preserve high-qu­
ality drinking water for future 
generations, savs Ulrika Lundh, 
Environmental Engineer at the 
Water and Sewage Department, 
Kristianstad Municipality. 

Reused lnterlor 
We are also highlighting the ac­
tion of reuse and recycling. The 
municipal waste company Ren­
hållningen Kristianstad has ensu­
red that waste sorting facilities 
will be available at the arena. To 
inspire more reuse and fulfil the 
pledge to incorporate recycled 
materials, Renhållningen Kristian­
stad, in collaboration with YLLW 
Factory, has been tasked with fur-

nishing various parts of the arena 
entirely with reused items. 

This demonstrates how good in­
teriors can look like when we use 
what we already have-and it can 
encou rage more people to choo­
se reuse when designing spaces. 
At the arena; VIP areas, fan zones, 
press lounges and other public 
spaces will be furnished with reu­
sed items. Some furniture comes 
from reuse collections at recycling 
centers around Kristianstad, whi­
le others come from YLLW Factory 
in Oalby. 

- Working with YLLW Factory 
on this project was an obvious 
choice. It is vital to show how old 
office furniture can look as good 
as new if handled correctly. Large 
amounts of furniture are discar­
ded when offices renovate, and 
saving these items from ending 
up at the dump to create so­
mething beautiful and functional 
is what YLLW does every day, says 
Johan Karlsvärd, CEO Renhållning­
en Kristianstad. 

Mini EHF Euro 
Through the action of fan en­
gagement, we have focused on 
youth sports and planted seeds 
of sustainability through playful 
learning even before the main 

championship. As mentioned 
on page 4, Mini EURO was held 
at the arena during the winter. 
Between matches, Renhållningen 
Kristianstad and the Water and 
Sewage Department challenged 
the youngsters with sustainabili­
ty-themed activities. In a fun way, 
they competed for knowledge in 
challenges such as waste bowling 
and sorting games - What can 
actually be flushed down a toilet, 
and how should other items be 
sorted? 

The youngsters showed great 
enthusiasm both in the handball 
tournament and in the waste ga­
mes, which bodes well for the fu­
ture. When we work together on 
these issues, we can truly make a 
difference for generations to come. 

The championship Is bullt 
on the seven Pure Promlse: 

• Water 

Food & Drink 

• Transportation 

• Rcusc & Recycl,ng 

• Waste 

Fan Engagcmcnt 

Data Collect,on 
& E1n1ss1on Rcport 



Detta är info från EM-staden Kristianstad 

Do you prefer swimming in o lake or the seo? In Vattenriket Kristianstad, you will flnd jetties to suit every toste. Don't forget a hat, a worm drink ondo swimming buddyl 

Winter in Kristianstad - sport, culture and nature 
Ourlng the EHF EURO 2026, Kris­
tianstad wlll be fllled wlth fans, 
handball and a festlve atmosphe­
re. Between match days, there Is 
plenty to dlscover. Below we've 
llsted some highllghts you slmp­
ly must tick off on your wlnter 
bucket list. 

For those interested in culture, 
the Regional Museum of Skåne 
is the place to go - with exhibi­
tions on the history of Skåne and 
Kristianstad, film and folklore. In 
the same building, you'II also find 
Kristianstad Art Gallery. lf you 
prefer nature, head to Naturum 
Vattenriket, where you can learn 
more about local wildlife and en­
joy a ride in the Opteryx simula­
tor! You can also get tips for winter 
walks in our UNESCO-protected 
biosphere reserve, Vattenriket. 

Sauna or lce Bath? 
At Kristianstads Badrike, just out­
side the city centre, you'II find a 
water park, relaxation areas and 

pools for fun and exercise. Here 
you can experience different sau­
na rituals and try the water slides. 
lf you prefer outdoor swimming, 
Kristianstad has many beautiful 
lakes and coastal spots perfect for 
winter bathing. 

Road trlp to castles, farm shops 
and fika 
Bäckaskog Castle is beautifully 
located between two lakes, whe­
re you can stroll through the park, 
stay overnight or enjoy a delicious 
meal in elegant surroundings. Our 
fertile region also offers plenty of 
farm shops. Tempted by smoked 
salmon, meatballs with potatoes 
or perhaps a classic Swedish fika? 

Eat and shop In a wlntery city 
Extended opening hours in the 
city, pre-parties at pubs, open 
nightclubs, tailored menus and 
activities for all ages - when the 
EHF EURO arrives in Kristian­
stad this January, Kristianstad 

Naturum Vattenriket took port in UNESCO's exhibition Deep Surfaces during the 
Architecture Bienna/e in Venice 2025. 

City invites you to celebrate. 
Restaurants will stav open late, 
pubs will host pre-parties and 
English-language quizzes, and 
several venues will show match­
es live. After the final whistle, 
the atmosphere continues with 
half-price entry to nightclubs and 
special offers for handball fans. 
Charlotte Svärd, Operations Ma­
nager at Kristianstad City, says: 

- There's something special 
when Kristianstad gears up for a 
championship. In January, it's our 
tum again - the EHF EURO is co­
ming to town. We're planning to 
create a truly welcoming atmosp­
here and build an amazing festive 
vibe in the city - and everyone 
wa nts to be part of it. 

lcelandlc pop-up cafe, lce rink 
and city walks 

City cafes are going all out with 
themed concepts - including an 
lcelandic cafe -and for those who 

want to explore the city, special 
guided walks will be offered for 
our international guests. At Stora 
Torg, you'II also find the ice rink -
a fun and completely free activity 
right in the heart of a wintery city. 

Find out more about everything 
happening at: 

www.visitkristianstad.se 

www.kristianstadcity.se 

Would you like more tips? 

You can find all our best tips on 
V1s1t Knstranstad's wcbs1te -

scan t11e QR c0<le to access our 

\Vinter EHF EURO-guicle1 You can 
also follow us on social media -

Just search for: 

C1Yv1 sitkri st 1cmstad 

@knstic1nstad city 

At Kristionstad's 8odrike, yau eon try different types af sauna rituals. The phata shows 
an Avfguss ritual. 



Information from Kristianstad - Host city of Men's EHF EURO 2026 

Around 140 volunteers are working together to ensure 
the chompionship runs os smoothly os passible. 

The Volunteers - the invisible force behind 
the 2026 European Handhall Championship 

When the European Handball Champlonshlp 2026 takes over Kristi• 
anstad Arena, the cheers of the crowd, the European stars and the 
lntense matches wlll be In the spotlight. But behlnd every warm wel­
come, every seamless solution and every maglcal atmosphere lies 
a force that makes thls sportlng celebratlon posslble - the volunte­
ers. Wlth 150 dedlcated volunteers and 40 upper secondary school 
students, dlvlded lnto 12 speclalized teams, they form the heart and 
soul of the champlonshlp's organlzatlon. 

Kristianstad is more than just 
a host city. It is a handball city, 
deeply rooted in tradition and 
passion for the sport. It is no coin­
cidence that the city has been 
chosen to host the Champions­
hip. A main reason is the hospi­
tality previously shown by statt, 
officials and volunteers. It is the 
warmth, professionalism and spi­
rit of service that have made Kris­
tianstad known as a place where 
spectators, delegates and com­
peting teams feel seen, safe and 
welcome. 

Pure Greatness 
In preparing for the 2026 Champi­
onship, the volunteer corps is gui• 
ded by a clear vision, summed up 
in our slogan "Pure Greatness". 
It is more than a phrase - it is a 
promise. A promise to ourselves 
and to each other to always stri-

ve to give the very best we have. 
The standard we set, the commit­
ment we show and the passion 
we share should not only meet 
the expectations of the EHF and 
visitors, but exceed them. 

Every task - no matter how 
small it may seem - contributes 
to something greater. It might 
be welcoming a family at the en­
trance, guiding a delegate to the 
right place, solving an unexpec-

Did you know ... 

Dunng the Handball World 

Cl1amp1011ship ,n 2023. tounsm 

rcvenue was hiflh. Aftcr compiling 

all the figurcs. 1t was confmncd 

t11at t11e event generated an 

income of 30 million SEK for 
Kristianstad. 

ted problem behind the scenes or 
simply creating a friendly first im­
pression. Together, the volunteers 
build an experience that inspires, 
touches and unites people from 
all over Europe. It is in the de­
tails, and in the meeting between 
people that the identity of the 
Championship is created. 

A shared goal 
"Pure Greatness" is when team 
spirit and individual brilliance 
merge. It is when 190 people -
volunteers and students - work 
towards a common goal and do 
so with pride, joy and a desire to 
leave a mark that lasts long after 
the final whistle has blown. It is 
this collective force that creates 
security for the organizer, for the 
EHF and for everyone travelling 
here to be apart of the European 
Championship. 

When Kristianstad Arena fills 
with colors, songs, emotions and 
drama, the volunteers will be 
there - sometimes visible, so­
metimes completely in the back­
ground - but always essential. 
They are the link between the city 

and the world, between the event 
and the audience, between ambi­
tion and experience. 

When the final whistle sounds 
for the last time, they leave be­
hind not only a well-executed 
Championship but also a legacy 
of professionalism, warmth and 
commitment that shows why 
Kristianstad is, and will remain, an 
obvious host city for international 
top-level handball. 

This is what "Pure Greatness" 
looks like - in action, in heart and 
in every person who carries the 
event forward. 

Anders Olsson, General Manoger for the 
EHF in Kristianstad. 



Information from Kristianstad - Host city of Men's EHF EURO 2026 

Fanzone Kristianstad - EHF EURO 2026 

Lost lime the chompionship wos held in the oreno, lcelondic Jons kept the otmosphere olive with chonts ond songs. 

Get ready to experience a smashing handhall party! During the EHF 
EURO 2026, the A-hall at Kristianstad Arena will be transformed into 
a melting pot of passion, music and togetherness as we open the 
doors to your official meetlng place during the championshlp - our 
official Fanzone. 

This is the place for all true fans - whether you have a ticket to the 
arena or want to watch the matches on a big screen together with 
hundreds of lcelanders and other handball enthusiasts. Fanzone Kristi­
anstad is the ultimate gathering spot to share joy, triumphs or setbacks 
and unforgettable moments throughout EHF EURO 2026. 

Opening hours 
Fanzone is open on all 
match days in Kristian­
stad: 

• Open 11:30 AM until 
late• 

*Exact closing times wiil depend 
on the day's final throw-off and 
any celebrations afterwards. 

What's happening in the Fanzone? 
We've prepared a packed pro­
gramme to maximise your EHF 
EURO 2026 experience: 

• Live music & OJ: Live bands and 
pulsating DJ sets create the per­
fect atmosphere before, between 
and after the matches. Music isat 
the heart of the celebration! 

• Activities: Join competitions, 

-

paint your face with the 
lcelandic flag, watch 
the matches on the big 
screen and meet Fanzo-

, ne partners. 

• World-class street food: 
Recharge with a wide selection of 
delicious street food - get ready 
for a culinary journey to match 
the handbal! action. 

• Drinks of all kinds: Add a gol­
den touch to your day with an ex­
tensive range of drinks for every 
taste - everything you need to 
celebrate goals and raise a toast 
together. 

Welcome to the party - see you 
at the Fanzone! 

Fans, streetfood and musik 
Open on all match days in Kristianstad 

Open 11:30 AM until late. 

In the Fanzone you can enjoy: 

• World-class street food and drinks 

• Livebands & DJ:s 
• Fun competitions 
• Face painting before the matches 

• Matches on the big screen 

Welcome to the party- see you in the Fanzone! 



14 2026 European Men's Handball Championship 

HANDBALL 

leeland has never won a World 
or European Charnpionshjp. 

The bighlight was the European 
Championship bronze in 2010 in Aus· 
tria. 

- I'm just going to enjoy and watch 
good ha.ndball with the fäns. And 1'11 
probably have acoffee with the play• 
ers now and then. 

Is it time now? 
- We leelandersalways believe 
we'regoingtowin-and why 
not? We have a fantastie team 
with world-class playerS in eve• 
ry position, says Olafur Gud· 
mundsson. 

- I was only 20 years old then and 
it's truly a memory for life. We had a 
great team, recalls Olafur, who played 
his last championship at the World 
Championship in Sweden in 2023. 

-To fmish my national team career 
in Kristianstad was a drcam I had. 
That it didn't go as I had hoped, 
sports-wise, is another matter. 

Iceland hasgo11e Ihrough a genera• 
tional shift and, in addition to Ola fur, 
superstar Aron Palmarsson has a1so 
said his goodbyes. 
What should we expect? 
- We Jcelanders always bellevc we're 
going to-win. \Ve think we'II win Eu­
rovision every year but haven't even 
comcclose yet, blll that'sourattitudc, 
says Olafur, and continues: 

He played in 13 (!) major toumaments 
for lceland, with a total of ISO in ter• 
national caps and around 300 goals. 

This time, he's foUowlng the team 
from Ihe stands. 

1 TheStar 
Omar logi Magnusson. 
se Magdeburg. 

- He's one of the world's 
best right backs and one 
ofthe top scorers global ly. 
A player who won the 
Champious League wlth 
~1agdeburglastseason. 
8esides scoring hi01self. 
be can pass the ball any­
where, anytime. Sim ply a 
fantastlc player. 

2 
The Maglclan 
Odinn Thor Rikhards· 
son. Kadetten Schaff­

hausen. 
-A right wing who loves 
to sboot behind his back. 
There's always a 101 hap• 
pening around him. He 
mixesspinsbotsand tlips 
with Japanese shots, and 
recently he decided a 
match in the EHF Cup by 
splnningthcball in from a 
dead angle in the bottom 
corner. He's tnlly 

~ a magl­
.Ö!/~ cian and 

an artist 
that the 

3 
The Fighter 
Ymir Orn Gislason, 
Göppingen. 

- Wow, l'd actually like to 
say e-v-e-r-y-o-n-e becau­
se there's a fight at almost 
everypractice. Bur ift 
have to pick one, it's the 
delcnse general Ymlr Oro 
Gislason. He's calted "The 
Crow" because he shouts 
at everyone and everyth­
lng all the time. A really 
fun and great guy. 

4 
The Crowd Favorlte 
Viktor Gisli Hall· 
grimsson, FC Barce­

lona. 
- First-c.hoice goalkeeper 
and extreOJely important 
for us. He's only 2Sand re· 
cently moved from Wisla 
Plock 10 Barcelona. He's 
incredibly popular in Jce• 
land and is seen every­
where. The girls love him. 

lthinkwe 
shouldwin 
thegroup 
andbring 
full points 
intothe 
mainround. 

- We have a really good team with 
world-class players i_n every position, 
so I think we should wi.n the group 
and bring full points into the main 
round. And then anythlng can hap• 
pen. 

Below, Olafur gives us his view of 
t:he rcelandic team ahead ofthe Euro­
pean Championship. -Patric Nilsson 

OlafurGud· 
mundsson 

Text 

5 
The Key Player 
Elvar Om Jonsson, 
se Magdeburg. 

-Left backwbocomp• 
lemeots Gisli Thorgeir 
Kristjanssou and Omar 
lngi Magnusson perfectly. 
He's just as good in attack 
as in defeuse. A player 
who simply can't get 
injured. 

6 TheJoker 
Orri Freyr Thorkels· 
son, Sporting Llsbon. 

- He's quite new and 
recently took over as rhe 
firsr-choice left wing. A 
goal machine who is in­
credibly etlicient in his 
position. In Iceland, bis 

I ~:~kname is "unstoppa• ;.::· 
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Chrintz on his boss coaching 
ltaly: ··A tough individua1·• 
HANDBALL 

The outsider ltaly is coach ed by 
the German club executive Bob 
Hanning. who is also d1e CEO of 
FilchseBerlin. 
He has been Valter Chrint7:s top 
boss theresince 2020. 
- He's a tough individual, 
Chrintz sa}'S. 

Italy heads into thc European Cham­
pionship as a true outsider in Group 
F. A handball nation that has taken 
major steps in recent years and 
reached the main round at last year's 
World Championship. 

In February, Bob Hanning - nor­
mally the CEO ofthe German p0wer­
house Fiichse Berlin -was appointed 
as ltaly"'s new national team coach. 

A chojce that signats intent. 
That's what handball profile and 

förmer IFK player Valter Chrintz says. 
Chrintz was handpicked for Berlin by 
Bob Hanning in 2020. 

- lt's t;Oing to be one hell of an in­
vestment from Bob's side. Witl> this, 
hesaw anopp0rtunityto brlng ccnain 
ltalian players to Potsdam (Berlin's 
development team). He has three of 
them there right now, Chrintz says. 

Bob is motivated, there's a lot of hard work, 
and he's good at keeping everyone grounded. 

'' ValterChrlntz 

While also servingasCEO, Bob Han­
ninghas coached Chrintzin Potsdam 
in the German second division. 

- Bob is motivated, there's a lot of 
hard work, and he's good at keeping 
everyone grounded. No one is more 
important than tbe team, and hc's 
good at getting the most out of every 
player, Chrintz says. 

- As for his bandbaU knowledge ... 
well, he doesn't really develop the 
sport, you could say. But he foUows 
the trends, picks up most things and 
getsa lot ofhelp from the outside. He1s 
a tough individual. He's funny, jokes 
a lot, and you don't always know ex· 
actly where you bave him. 

-Robin NIisson 
Text 

tobit1.t'li!SSCWl@krifli.aM1~sbladcue 

ltaly's Euro 
matchesin 
Kristianstad 

• Friday, 
January16: 
lceland-ltaty 
(18:00). 
• Sunday. 
January18: 
ltaly-Hungary 
(20:30). 
• Tuesd~. 
January20: 
Poland-ltaly 
(18:00). 

BobHanning 
Is the ltallan 

national 
team coac,h. 
PMOTO• ANOREAS 

GOAA 

Threekey 
profiles in ltaly 

1 Mlk~I Helmersson. left 
back,Coburg 

A Swedish-ltalian playerwho 
beg.an his c.areer with ltalian 
side Brixen before moving to 
Ystad and later Flensburg. 
Oneof ftatts best scorers. 

2SfmoneMengon,left 
back, Stuttgart 

*He's incredibly exptosive 
laterally and strong one4 on· 
one. I think he's top fi~ in the 
wortd together with Gisli Krist· 
jansson, Fe1ix Claar and 
Mathias Gidsel." says Valter 
Chrintz. 

3 Oomenico Ebner, goal­
keeper, Leipzig 

A key player if ltaly is to pull 
off an upset. Currently ranks 
fourth in most saves in the 
Bundesliga this season. 

Stenmalm praises Poland's 
only world-class star: 
.. The best l've seen" 

Hungary without their super­
star - for the first time in 15 
years: "'Extremely important" 

HANDBALL 

Elllot Stenmalm spent one 
season In Klelce. 
There. he experlenced 
both Poland's strengths -
and lts major weaknesses. 
- The gap between the 
best players and those be­
low them Is damn blg, the 
IFK profHe says. 

It has been more than ten 
years since Poland claimed 
Wotld Championship bron­
ie in Qatar in .2015, the 
team's most receot medal 
at a majortoumament. Not 
much p0ints in their favour 
ahead of the 2026 Europcan 
Championship either. 

Elliot Stenmalm, left 
back for IFK Kristianstad, 
played just over a scason 
with Polish powerbouse 
Kielce in 2022-23. He is 
sceptical about the team"s 
chanccs. 

-The guys I played with 
in Kielce were extremely 
good. But the dlfference 
between tbe top play­
ers in J(jelce and 
Wisla Plock 
and those be­
low them is {I 
da_mn big, Sten• 
malmsays. 

While Poland has 
world-class players in cer-

tain positions, such as righr 
wing Arl<adiuszMoryto, the 
team lacks the depth 
needed to challenge thc 
verybest. 

-Sweden has lots ofBun• 
desliga players who don't 
even make the national 
team, but Poland doesn't 
have manygood players be• 
nealh their lOp tier, Sten• 
malmsays. 

Moryto has becn dealing 
with an in jury ahead ofthe 
Euros and remains a ques .. 
tion mark. 

- Otherwise, be's one of 
thc best !'ve ever seen at. 
right wiog, says EII iot Sten• 
malm. -Robin NIisson 
robln,nils50ll@kl'\'Sti.amc~do1 K 

Arkadiusz 
Morytohu 

had shoulder 
problems ahead 
of the European 
Champlonshlp. 

PHOfO 

Three Polish 
keyplayers 

1 Arkadiusz Moryto, rlght 
wlng.Kieke 

One of the best players in the 
wo,kl in his position. Has 
struggled with shoulder issues 
ahead of the Euro. 

2 Mic.hal Olejniaak, centre 
back, Kielce 

Made his national team debut 
at onty 17, Now gets varying 
amounts of playing time in a 
Kielce side that has won just 
three of nine Champions lea· 
gue games this season. 

3 Maciej Gebala, llne player, 
Erlangen 

"The short one of the Ge bala 
brothers," says Elliot Sten­
malm about the two-metre 
line playe,. His brother 
Tomasz. 212 centimetres tall, 
is also back in the national 
team. 

Poland's Euro matches 
In Kristianstad 

• Frlday,January16: 
Hungary-Poland (20,30) 
• sunday, January 18: 
Poland-lceland (18:00) 
• Tuesday,January20: 
Poland-ltaly (18:00) 

HANDBALL 

For more !han 15 years, he 
was one of Hungary's ab· 
solutely most lmportant 
players. 
Now beglns llfe wlthout 
Matelekal. 
- They·ve had strong re· 
sults at youth level fora 
long tlme, says Björn 
Sät.herström, former assls­
tant coach of the Hungart· 
an national team. 

Du ring the 20)7/18 season, 
Björn Sätherström - now 
assistant coach of!FK Kris­
tianstad- bada simllarrole 
bchind LjubomirVranjes in 
both the powerhouse 
veszprem and the Hunga­
rlan national team. 

The duo was forced out 
after one year, but Såtber• 
ström still has insight into 
Hungary, who are expected 
tocbaUcnge Iccland for first 
place in Group F. 

- Head coach Chema 
Rodriguez has now had a 
longer period to work witb 
the national team. It's a S0-
S0gameagainst Iceland, be 
says. 

Superstar Mate lekai has 
eoded his national team 
career, and in his absence 
the 22-year-old Wisla Plock 

Mate lekai has ended his 
natlonal team career. 
fO~ KRNAOETT SZABO 

player Gergo Fazekas be­
comes the natura! replace­
rnenL 

- He's going to be extre• 
mely important for them 
and must takc on that role 
after Lekai. Sätherström 
says. 
What makes Hungary a 
contender In the group? 
- They've gone through a 
generational shift and have 
been strong at youth leve! 
fora long lime wirhout ful­
ty taklng thc final step. Now 
they have more players ab• 
road, including in German 
clubs, which is only positi­
ve. Those who don't make 
it into tbe powerhouses 
Veszprem or Pick Szeged 
still get the chance to play 
Champions League with 
good teams." -Robin Nilsson 
robln.nllsso~Mt~s.b&ide-t.~ 

Threekey 
Hungarlan proflles 

1 Bence Bånhidi, Une player, 
PickSzeged 

The 207-centimetre line player 
is. as usual. one of the best in 
the tournamem in his position 
and crvcial for Hungary, 

2 Gergö Fazekas, centre 
back, Wisla Plock 

Expected to run Hungary's at· 
tack in Mate lekai's absence. 

3 Bence lmre. right wing, 
Kiel 

Kjel's 23-ye.ar·old is one of the 
team's major stars and will re· 
turn home to Veszprem this 
summer. 

Hungary's Euro 
matchesin 
Kristianstad 

• Friday,January16: 
Hungary-Poland (20:30) 
• Sunday,Januaryl8: 
Poland-lceland (18:00) 
• Tuesday, January 20: 
Poland-ltaly (18:00) 



Secure your part in the EHF-celebration here 

• • 

Read more about our sustainability concept here 

This local Kristianstad EHF-magazine is a collaboration between Kristianstad Municipality and Kristianstadsbladet. 


